The right of physicians to refuse versus the obligation of physicians to treat AIDS patients.
Discussion of the right of healthcare professions to refuse and the obligation to care for AIDS patients have recently generated considerable interest and dialogue. One component of this issue faced by hospitals is whether or not physicians have the right to refuse to treat AIDS patients. The corollary issue is whether or not physicians and hospitals have the obligation to treat and provide care to AIDS patients. Recent American medical ethical statements may influence future Canadian medical ethical positions for the treatment of AIDS patients. Principles derived from the common law and legislation are also examined.